
NEW J E R S E Y GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

BOB SMITH 

ASSEMBLYMAN, 17TH DISTRICT 

44 STELTON ROAD, ROOM 250 

PISCATAWAY, NJ 08854 
(908) 752-0770 

FAX (908) 752-1590 

April 18, 1997 

Nick Magriples, CHMM, On-Scene Coordinator 
Removal Action Branch 
Mail Stop 211 
2890 Woodbridge Avenue 
Building 209 
Edison, NJ 08837 

Dear Mr. Magriples: 

t 

I have reviewed the "Removal Site Evaluation for the Cornell Dubilier Electronics Site" dated 
January 9, 1997 (attached) and found disturbing the paragraph which states: 

"Contaminant migration appears to be occurring, or has previously occurred, into an 
unnamed tributary to the Bound Brook and nearby wetlands. Although the surface water 
in this area is not used for potable purposes, it is reported that several of the downstream 
water bodies are utilized as freshwater fisheries. The guideline for PCBs in ambient 
water, which reflects an additional lifetime cancer risk of 1 in 100,000 results at a level of 
0.00079 ug/l. PCB aroclor-1254 and aroclor-1248 have been detected in the adjoining 
stream at 20 ug/l and 24 ug/l, respectively. It is not known at this time if the 
contamination has migrated further downstream. 

With respect to this information, several questions are raised to which I request that you respond: 
1. What is the exposure risk to the citizens of South Plainfield, Piscataway, Middlesex 

Borough and Bound Brook as a result of the off site migration of PCB's and other 
contaminants from the site into Bound Brook? 

2. What down stream testing will be done by the EPA to evaluate the extent of 
contamination downstream? 

3. What containment measures are being undertaken to prevent further off site/downstream 
contamination? 
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4. Is there a need to advise the public concerning the consumption of freshwater fish from 
downstream water bodies? 

Your assistance in this matter will be most appreciated. 

Very Truly Yours; 

cc: Mayor Dan Gallagher, South Plainfield 
Mayor Helen Merolla, Piscataway 
Mayor Ron Dobies, Middlesex 
Mayor Frank Gilly, Bound Brook 

Ralph Magliette, Chairperson, Piscataway Environmental Commission 

Enclosure: Jan. 9, 1997 EPA Evaluation. 
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portion of the facility, and one from the floodplain on 
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of the Site near the stormwater discharge. PCB aroclor 
which has not been detected in any other sample collectec 
Site, was detected at this same location at 24 ug/l. I , * 
dichloroethene and trichloroethene were detected at the 
surface water location at ioo ug/l and 2 ug/l, respectively 
with respect to heavy metals, the maximum values detectec 
arsenic--(l5-.6-ug/l) / cadmium *(14»5 ug/l),," chromium (25.7 
copper (89.5 ug/l), lead (180 ug/l), mercury (0.23 ug/l), 
(3.8 ug/l), and zinc (994 ug/l). 
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upstream from the previous sample revealed an estimated tjotal PCB 
concentration of 700 ug/kg. The second .sample, located 
1,350 feet upstream of the previous sample revealed an estimated 
total PCB concentration of 350 ug/kg. 

On February 29, 1996, an EPA pre-remediai contractor col: ected 
additional soil (0 to 6 inches in depth)- and sediment sasiples 
from the unnamed tributary to Bound Brook (see Appendix j k. 
Figure'7 and Figure B). The purpose of the Sampling was to 
concurrently determine background soil and sediment conditions. 
The samples were analyzed for TCL organic compounds and 4 "AL 
inorganic constituents. Except for background soil samp! es 
collected near Spicer Avenue* the sample locations were <enerally 
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1994. The analytical results of the'two background soil 
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Table 4; Comparison of Analytical Results From 
Water Samples Collected at the Cornell-Dubilier 
Electronics Site with EPA Ambient Water Quality 
Criteria, June 8, 1994 . . 

Surl ace 

AWOC (uq/1) 

Compound 
aroclor-1248 
aroclor-1254 

Analvte • 
cadmium 
copper 
lead 
zinc 

Concentration (ua/1) 
24 
20 • ': 

14.5 
89.S 
180 
994 

phronte 
0.014 
0.014 

1-1 
12 
3.2 
110 

acul & 

3 
ll ; 
8;: 
120 

i i tes 
Table 5 presents a comparison of the analytical - results 
sediment samples collected on June 8> 1994 with "Guide-l^ 
the Protection ahd Management of Aquatic Sediment Qualit 
Ontario"» The severe Effect Level (SBL) represents a 
concentration that would be detrimental to the majority i f 
benthic species. 

Table 5: Comparison of Analytical Results From ' 
• Sediment Samples Collected at the Cornell-Dubilier 
Electronics Site with Ontario Guidelines, June 8, 1$94 
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Table Jl: Summary of Analytical Results From Soil Samples 
Collected at the Cornell-Dubilier Electronics Site, 
1994 i une 8, 

Compound 
1,2-dichloroethane 
•trichloroethene 
phenanthrene 
anthracene 
fluoranthene . 
pyrene 
benzo(a)anthracene 
chrysene : 

benzo(b)fludranthehe 
benzo(k)fluoranthene 
berizo (a) pyrene 
indeho(1,2,3-cd)pyrene 
dibenz(a,h)anthracene 
benzo(g,h,i)perylene " 

Compound 
PCB aroclor-1254 

Concentration baa/Icq) 
.019E 

• -•• - 0 8 2 E : — 
2.2 , • 

.380 
5.0 
2.9 
1.8 
2.3 
2.5 
1.6 ' 
1-9 
1.4 

.460 
1.1 

Concentration (mo7i«yl 
. > 1,100 

Analytas 
arsenic 
cadmium 

— ^ chromium 
lead 
mercury 
sil v e r 

Concentration fmo/fcg) 
,— 25.7 

36.7 
78.6-

' _.2,200 
2.9' 
26.7 * ' • 

The maximum PCB and lead concentrations noted in Table i *ere 
collected from within the fenced area. PCB aroclor-1254 vas also 
i l % C 3 Z & r ? h ° f t h e £ i v ^ a d d ^ i o n a l soil slmptes c o a t e d 
f f ^ £ S i t ? "concentrations ranging from 6.9 mg/kg to 
110 mg/kg, with the average concentration being 42.6 rag/k* . . The 
? f v i n ^ l C ? a « e i l t r i

i o n «9A3) of PCBs detelted froS tj4se five samples, was located in the floodplain to the easroffthe 

P V O ^ ^ V * " * } 6 froin the stream near the rear lof the 
property, downslope from the location where the Waste 
was noted on the surface, revealed the presence of PCB 
1254 at 550 mg/kg. ;1,2^dichloroethene (51 5g/kg°f: 
££2i°S°?t?h3!* (*20 u^kar>» a°d lead (552 mg/^ were detected in this same sediment sample. In SneralT^SL y, 
T a M e Y ^ * ! ^ ^ 
l ^ t J y ' h l g h l r l o n ^ t r S 

The maximum/concentration of PCB aroeloi>12S4 detected in Isurfaee 
water samples was 20 .ug/l. This sample was cbUec lednorths? 
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